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Argiiments for drinking.          [A.D. 1772.
A gentleman1 having to some of the usual arguments foi drinking added this: ' You know, Sir, drinking drives away care, and makes us forget whatever is disagreeable. Would not you allow a man to drink for that reason?' JOHNSON 'Yes, Sir, if he sat next you'
I expressed a liking for Mr. Francis Osborne's works, anc asked him what he thought of that writer. He answered 'A conceited fellow. Were a man to write so now, the boy; would throw stones at him.' He, however, did not alter nrj opinion of a favourite authour, to whom I was first directec by his being quoted in The Spectator*, and in whom I hav< found much shrewd and lively sense, expressed indeed ii a style somewhat quaint, which, however, I do not dislike His book has an air of originality. We figure to ourselve an ancient gentleman talking to us.
When one of his friends endeavoured to maintain that
poor Petrarca over his head upon the floor. And then, standing fc several minutes lost in abstraction, he forgot probably that he ha ever seen it."' Dr. Burney's Memoirs, i. 352. See post, under AUJ 12,1784.
1 The gentleman most likely is Boswell (ante, ii. 15, note 3). I su: pect that this anecdote belongs to ante, April 14, when ' Johnson w; not in the most genial humour.' Boswell, while showing that Mr Piozzi misrepresented an incident of that evening ' as a personal it} would be afraid of weakening his case by letting it be seen that Johi son on that occasion was very personal. Since writing this I hai noticed that Dr. T. Campbell records in his Diary, p. 53, that on Api i, 1775, he was dining at Mr. Thrale's with Boswell, when many Johnson's 'bon-mots were retailed. Boswell arguing in favour of cheerful glass, adduced the maxim in vino vcritas. " Well," sa Johnson, " and what then, unless a man has lived a lie." Boswell th< urged that it made a man forget all his cares. " That to be sure says Johnson, "might be of use, if a man sat by such a person you.'" Campbell's account confirms what Boswell asserts (ante, 216) that Mrs. Piozzi had the anecdote from him.
' No. 150. The quotation is from Francis Osborne's Advice to Son. Swift, in The Tatler, No. 230, ranks Osborne with some oth authors, who ' being men of the Court, and affecting the phrases th in fashion, are often either not to be understood, or appear perfect ridiculous.'
count\K\\ ?" "Sit -y,m shall have, ii certainly." " Accordingly," Mr. (farrifk rtuninurtl. •• ihr book, stupendously hound, I sent to him that vny rvr»i»itK, Hnf scarcely had In- taken it in his hands, when, MS Hmwrll trijn mr, !»*• poured forth a (m:ek ejacuilation and a couplet or two from UMUM-. and then in one of tho.st; Iks of cniluwiuHm which alwuyn ^,-vm JM require that he should spread IUH anna uloft, he suddrtily putwtr*, tttv
